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MINI~DRGTTORIAL mirst off, that Sbop Press notice of cancellation of my
trip tx the USA to attend Iguanacon. Unbappily, Val was taken into hospital
only a weck before departure time and I couldn't have made the journey with
her nceding me around. Happily, she was out fairly soon, and 'we took a
weel: in the Cotswolds after she had had a spell in a rest home, and all is
now well agein, My most sincere thanks to those of you who were so kind as
to send messages of sympathy. Another bright spot was when Messrs Thonas
Cook refunded every penny of the flight money...so '79 maybe 772.

Anyway, I dashed off a query to Dave Kyle and Lpi Tabakow in
carly September asking if it would be possible for both Val and I to usc tlje
Fund together and attend an East Coast Convention sometime in '79. Right
now I™m waifing to hear if that will be OK (Tpis is being typed in Hovember,
Sso there may be later news by publication date)

Enclosed with this issue is a samplc page of ‘ilx Libris!
boskplates, In case any of you would like a few more, I can supply them on
foolscap paper (with five plates) and ungumned, blank backs for 30 shioets
for GOp whiles stovks last, Cash with order pleasc,

Cover and some interior art this issue come from Hile Noden
whose fanzine THRO® BLACK HOLES you can get for £1,00 an issue¢ and in the
UK, subs to me at £2.00 for 3 issues. Beautifully produced, and mailed
direct from the USA,.s0 get in nows. :

FREE LIST ENTIRELY SUSPENDED is what the old cinema ads
used to 58Ye..well, part of ERG's free list will have that happen with the
next issue. it will magk ERG's TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY,.and will be rather
larger than usual. So, to defray the increased postal and paper ocosts, the
non~responders will not be getting a copy. Sorry folks, but there it ise.
the econoric facts of fanzine publishing don't run to keeping sleeping dogs
in the backyard. To mark TWENTY YEARS of ERG, such good people as Drian
Aldisc and Ted Tubb have come throwgh with material..and who knows who else
may finally appear, Telegrams of congratuletion will also be weloone

LAST {1 U%3 WEWS. I have just. had 2 ‘phone call from Eddie Jones bto say
that Brian Lewis, the well known SF artist, died of a heart attack on
Monday, Decs 4#th. Both he, and his work will be missed from the 3F field.

And on that sad note, I'1l sign off and commence duplicating.
Sincefely, Terry.,
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> Think of a number, double it, add six, divide

Your answer by two, *ske away the number you firsi thousght
of and the result will always be three. Such a simple calculation delights
Liost children and forms & happy introduction to some simple algebra. I find
that such arithmetical-~pill sweeteners always seenm to go down well 30 for
those who, like me, enjoy playing with numbers I'll run a few of them here.
I claim no originality for any of them, but they all have one thing in
comitonl —~ the arithmetic involved is elementary and shouldn't scare off even
the ngst mathematically dinept reader...and calculators may be used to take
the drudgery out of the thing.

Ho nore than the multiplication table is needed for this first
ones.. write the numbers 12545679 (notice the 8 is omitted). Ifowr pick
any number from 1 to 9 (and this iLime you'can pick 8 if you wish)., Multiply
this chosen number by 9 {i.e., if you chose 4, then 4x9 gives 30) and then
take this result and multiply 12345679 by it (in this case, by 36, You may
ysOT 1AY not.. be surprised to find that the end product is a string of
fours. lad ycu picked 5, then 5x9 would give 45, and 45 times 123%3G79
ends up as a line of 5s and so it goes. Try it on @ calculator to be sure
soand to avoid erros, If you want to see why tkis happens, just try
mltiplying the 12345679 by S only...and then you can see why using the
selected number always comes up at the end.

Vant something a2 bit easier ? Try this onc for size. .‘rite
down any tlhiree figurc number, then reverse it...2nd subtract the lescer
numbgr fromn the greater. BExample.... 545 if reversed, gives 543, Take the
345 from 543 add you will get 198..a number that hs divisible by 9,..and
any three figure number you try will be the same..i.e. divisible bv rZno.
If that isn't enough, try the same trick with four, five, six, or indeed .
any nupber. Reverse and subtract..the result will always divide bk feuwrs 7
The reason for that involves somc very simple algebra..but knowing how many
people shy away from any expression involving X, I'l1)l leave you
to try finding it for yourself...it is casy, honest.

5till very simple is the next item. Jot down a three-
figure number, then repcat it... e.g. 246,246, You now have a
six figure rumber which will be divisible by 7, 11 and 13.
No matter how you vary your chosen digits, c¢nce you repcat o
the three, the final result is divisible by 7, 11 and 13. i
Take it a step further...divide your answer first by
7, then adivide that answer by 11, and finally divide -
the answer te that one bty 13. Tour final result
will be the original 3 digit 'jf"““f—ﬁig
numboer. The hidden gatch in this gy b
ope is that 7x11x13 will give you
1001 ..and of course if you multiply _—
that by any 5 digit number, you get that
nunber renated.




Then of course there's the old problem of the chess board with
its G4 squares set out in eight rows of eight. Legendary monarchs, caliphs -
and others hawe been bankrupted (in fables) by tqghtagk;cf;placingf1pron;,{1;
the first square, 2p on the 2nd square, 4p on the-3rd, 8p -en the next, and . .
so on, doubling’the amount- deposited each tide (I believe it alse foris:
the basis of an “infallible' roglette system).i.the two questions ate .77
(1) How much money -fust-you put on the. 6hthisquaressand: (2) What wkll be
the totél amount on the board ? Care to try it on.paper or calculator
before yoi read one...or how about making & guesss, . -

Once you get to the.2p on the second square, you then rogress
in powers of 2..for 63 more squares, so the final total will be 2°7 plus
the 1p on the first square. I tried it with logs and also with a calculatcr
and unless I've slipped a cog somewherce, you'll be plonking on that final
square, the sum of 9 million, billion pence = and those are English billons.
In figures it comes to 9223368800000000000 pence. How much on the board
altogether ? dpuble that amount less 1p, or some 18 million billion pences

For thosc who like smaller numbers..convert it to ‘pounds sterling by
loppilg off the last two zerocs...it's still a heckuvva lot of cash

: ‘Pollowing on from the above, yet at first glanze, totally
unconnected, is the question...if. & shopkceper_wishéd to weigh out any
exact number of pounds Prom 1 to...say 31 lbs. What is the smallest number
of weights he must purghise..and what weights must they be ? Try working
it out before rcading any further. L ' ‘

The solution follows the same progression as the chess board.
He will need the following weights.. 1,2, 4,8, and 16 a total of five o
weights. By judicious selection of these he can get any weight from 1 to
34 inclusive. Had he wanted té weigh up to 63 lbs, one further weight of .
321bs would have been necded.’ "The progressikn Wwould- have beca the sane as
with.the chessbeard prgbléﬁ..;152§438516,32;64,128,256, 512 and ofle .. . -

. There is one intercsting aspect of putting the two together..
if you put 11b weights on the chess board instead of pence, you would only
need 64 weiphts $o weigh any amount in exact pounds right up to something
within spitting weight df the moon...assuming you can handle weights of
9 million, billion pounds or S0s.. . - : :

Forgetting the chess board for & while and going to a simple ()
number series. Suppose we start with 1, 2, add 'em together and get 5, add
thig to the last number (2) and we get five..and so on making ug'the n'ext
number in our serics by adding the last two together...1;2,3,5, 313,27, 34
ahd so: on. This forms what is called a Fibonacci series after a character
who ids¢d, to live in Pisa. So what ? Well that innocent string of ‘numbers
se¢ms Yo ‘crop up in the most ‘unusual places...the number of stem diversions
asa planht .grows scems to follow it closely..as does the possible number of
péfigis;on! & flower,sin general, if you count up the petals on a flower .the
redutdi 4ill b on of near a Fibonaccy number. The series crops up in
. gehetics,..and even in the ways, of arranging coins to form consecutive .
| totals.,. . Jon'¥ ask me-why this Wappens, I haven't a clue...but that's the |
: féédiﬁaﬁiﬁgﬁ PRits SHheut "pleying with numbers..you never know wherc you will
' end”up.;.31ikﬁ if you work out the ratid between: consecutive Fibonacei -
numbers...the higher the two numbers chosen..the nearer the ratie @pproacines
the clas;sic Golden Section. Get out your calculator and have fun. a

: Brgitorially, T.J.
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Phillp Harbottle

. 'The anthology is an oduluy in’ the sechende fiction workds “0dd,”
1nsofar that the offlclal editorial poliey.of many publishers is not %o pub-
Tish tliem begause they have demonstrably poorer sdles figimes than full.bm@ﬁh
novels. . And ‘yet, anthologies are still heing publishedy not so many as dn -
former years, maybe, but in appreciavle. numbers. Why 2 .

As a literary agent who Has speclailsed in anthologles, I have
ny oW - fheory about this. Briefly, I put it down to ersonal enthualasms on
the pért of a small group of people.’ Said’ people have very dlfferent axes
to grind, howevers Firstly, the editor himself. He comes in two mein
varieties: one, the long-time fan and _eollector who has detailed personal .
knowledge of the good, Fhe bad, and the ugly el sclence flction. riike &ﬂﬂsy
is the archetype of this breed of edltbr.[ Second tﬁe thrustlng young ) 3t
publishingtaxecutive who has any nuabe¥ of contactd’ inside" the business, " He
may not know & great deal of sf history, but he knows -what he. likese ‘More
importantly . he is.skilled at. offering blandlshments to gullible fann, .
enabling him to pdck thelr ‘brains and. Uorrow their collectionss, I do nok.
need te name this varleuy -~ thelr work. 15 everywhere appareﬁ%. It is easy
to' be: contemptible of this’ breed, but suah contempt is mlsplaced» The. fagt. .
is that the  insider-editor ﬁ;ually offers, a' superior package. So far: as, the

reader is concerned, he usually gets value fér monéy. He should: tinsider?
anthologles have usually been compiled with the help of the mos& knowﬂedge-
able (and gulllble) collestorss : : L

: '8f anthologles ~ énd’ tnraughout this artlcle I am only talking 3
éﬁout ﬁhe reprint anthology - only exist because. fans and collectors who . .
remember a certain story, ond - crucially meortant, cah produce a copy of.
its AlIl of you reading this article are potential anthology edltors,
although you probably do“’t realise ite Yes, you.too can:be the Sam - . fca
Moskowitz or Mike Ashley of tcitorrowl AlL you have to:de is to play’ your .
cards rights It's as simple as that~ You don't believe me ? Well, letfs.un
gonsider some hypothetacar CASCE » :

At a publishing, house, the managing dlrector briefs bls edxtorst

He has just secn ST+ WARS,: and is impresse Not by the filmy but by the s
erclal possibilities, pa¥iiculariy of. those:.cute. robats the kids [loves-

ﬂbuldn't i%-be a great idea’to put out an anthology of stories about:. SR
intelligent robe$s ? He asks onc of his editors to attend to ik, And hls

editor is helpless. He-is helpless because he is nrot an sf collector and he
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has no conics of sf magagines.. . So,whaxhhappens,17“¢,,,h.4.“¢;.._:,¢§S5 ¢ eyt

. —— - - 4
e oot —

What happens, is that a few{ﬁqnphs later ke shows his managxp director
a fat folder of neatly xeroxed gopies of tip-top. rpbpt. stortes Tiom 'ﬁg;49505
through '$o0;8&. ﬁbc¢ni ALOG.:‘Th bqo appears.with the‘edltar!s nama n\hgg +
letters, ar)d & fgew’q h!$ 1pﬁég' s either promoted or moyes gdog:e Athe
sf editor of a.amorkfp e,‘stiéa.pus ipu%lishq.ng Hedke . How:: has he —done\:. a
Simple., »eb.;L,ly’}..,' e ’I.'l'ih'l nxchest,;,abured, and one eé;’cors« love? ‘bo ex‘plo:. i f:hb
gullible sf fan, This faugj ig.orr.ectly) l;elm-ves» that h¢ can nake 87500 "‘ﬁni:h-
ology editor, so he writéblirdota du 1shﬁr., [ﬂ‘x g“: TN 3

Dear J:"I"I am a life Eéng ﬁf magablﬁe cpllectori 'My. Lievauthor
is Dionc¢ Russel Paen. I have all his storles iﬁﬁﬁhexr/orisxnalmmg&&ZInea ;
could dg h’eoAIe@ti%@fbfufvﬁﬁbqff]¢§‘hls work.‘ I\hﬁpe yqn4are ;n#erested

e LTy . “Yours' gilTikly )
R, L ”“ }3 Fr@d Mugg;ng

Qpr edltorfflaps his hands. Ho wrltcs ;ufew
7 Dedp

: ol
‘Fe%Thrilled to hear~ from you. Incredlbly enough I too am a
greafl adnirer. of Paeni oL eht.my sf teeth.on his yarans, :The trouble is, so
miny of his stories: deserv¢1repr1nt1nguthat'selectlng half. a dozén wilitlbhesa
gwﬁat.iash.f,i wonld:like to make:a siggestions Why don't you»select four-‘
Fifferent .dooks of sikstofies each] and I will:chooSe the best ome 2:i .t @«
No neegd'to tearishects from your magazinesy :Send the. 2k

magazines to. e 1§tact and I.will xerox all the Paen storzes You have

se ectcd Emd roturn the" m§gazines by registered post. I am,gettlng really.

+++++w+++«++<£ig+ewv

exx}jpdfh_out thls progect apd’ ook, forward,’ to. ‘Yeceiving yaur 2k wrintage” .
maga21ne§,' G e IR hﬂ,;:“ . Yours. nauseatipgly ..;,‘;;

: . A, Young.,udltor. L
?fﬁv haturaliy, I w111 seo what you are pa;d as.. edlror of thé. anthologym
¢an discuss %hls over lgpdhfwhen yoq are able %o comé to London, -, ... :
BoPeS,. Havg you, any COPLeB pf Welrd Tales 2 I'm worklng on. azqncﬁﬂ.pnned:oo

QoL Y :
Dear ) Eaitbr’I as dellghted to get your 1etter.‘ Please flnd
enclosed ! copies. ASTOUNDING, 4 émzmc; THRILLING WONDER, 4 STARTLING. pnd
2 each of MAR !“ASTOVISHING SCIENCE hcmon and FUTURE FICTIOCH,

T 'note your” in%Erest “#n’ Weird" Teles. I also colleét
this maga21ne bebause of 1ts hun&reds pf storles by Hack’ w111130n. uo I
an sendin” 2% cobleé of thls as well._? - Yours 1ncred1bly stupxdly; o
ﬁn D a F ﬁ ool e 1&25 :J* S iﬁ{‘#u"- ‘ S i hred
sar re I am sorry to have bad news for-you. When" T tried to buyd”
the copyrights from Mrs,. Paen, shg told me to bugger. off, This often happens
in-poblishings’ Obv1ously our*whole prbaect is cancelled. T am ret turning all
your magazsinés,” Pity, but tpere lt 15. Don't call me, T'11. eall you 1f ﬁhe
sztuatldi chanwes.-f'"; £ Pt o Yours smugly; v o
Lo el el ¢ K scon-to-bc-promoted - edm%oro s
P.S. Hy two new- anthologze$WW111 bc publlshed soon, THE BEST OF WLIRD:TAIES
and- GREAT- RODOT STORIES' photOsta‘t’céd from- the rést of- the contents (eicliuding

Paeh ) of: the old &F maghzihes’ you were Stﬁpid'enough to' send me,’ along thh a
couple of other fans of Mack Reynolds and James Whité ot alia, *

« 7707k horror:story: - which happems:ell:the time.::But’it.need: not ha en at
T Mitce ‘Ashley: has: provedodt:, an fan: ?ollector can make Lt into print Wi

his bwh byliné ‘and ahthologicsas:: How: d1d: he do 4% 7. .- ?hat will;be the-subgept
of my oomcluding article THE' PLEASURES OF THE SF ANTHOLOGY, next igsswte.: ...
ARSI "'1 oD : "<::- P. Harbottle . 19?8
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Ask an SF fan to pick the story he®*? 1like to see flimed and itts a
bis like putting 210 in 2 small tsy’s hand and pointing him in the direction
of “the nearest toyshop. WNo SF novel seens beyond the scope wof the modern’ -
cinema - if the financial backing is - there and the writer can envisage it,
the model ‘fmalkers and the’ matte painters can convey 1t ‘an thé soreens The o
Clnemascope camera can lie veny convndc1ng1yo '

- ' IT‘he questlon then. which steory 2 S

* Dearing-in mind thé current remakes of FAREWELJ MY - LOVELY and THE

BIG SLZEP, and the current tran? towards SF, it might be a good £3ed ‘o film "
Eric. Prank Russell's, THREE TO CONQUER. 1It's the film I'd like to sSee anyway.
Not & blockbuster maybe, but certainky with good commercial and canematlo
pOSSlblllthS. ST ot e
et Ideally, the director I?d-choose to handle thls one would be Dcn
Selgcl, who made the excellent.and under-rated INVASION .OF THE BODY SHATCHERS
back in 1956, before turning his-terse; documentary-siyle: technlque bo
recording a rather different kind of suburban paraq01a wlth the first of the
irty Barry cycle. -

7 It would be asking. ailot:that fhe film be shot in monochroma “and
small scraen, in.orfler to retain the ciaustrophoblc 1nten31ty of the booke
But, as'we'ro playlng '1et sy pretend' -then okay, 1et s have 1t fllmed jus z
‘that. way. : s

Zven in thls never=-never land, though, 1t would be too muoh to ask
that t&c ‘story" wouldn't be tampered w1th, but that's its beauty. It's a
stralghf—ahead, no-frills, thriller; nothing anydne ‘could dg” would really

hé??'lt’ The plpt then; to bagin with. The romantlc element, aluost

entirely lacking .in_ the book would have to be dovelopeda "Moira' would make
her appearance early in the story instead of almost at the énd-- and of course
would bo abducted by the cnemy half-way through. Thc enemy” takcs the form of
an alien virus which, possessing no 1nt0111gence of its own, once 1naeoted '
into a living body, posscsses the mind of its vietim,

imdch of course doesn't.bode well. for the abducted -Moira,

It would make good cinema, though: the telepathic Wade Harper
receives & mental’ distress ¢all from Moira, and attempts. to locate the onnmy
basew~- all the time knowing he's too-late. The aliens' days arc numhered;
but the on 1y cure for the virus is 2 drug which reduces the patlont to an
1mbeclllc state. = _

.. - Some might look on this as on unwelcome rcturn to the atiitudos of
;the paranozd thirties when the only good alien was a dcad ‘one. Personally, I
prefer-to regard'xt as a- sobering note in the’ prasent atmoSPhere of flag~ o
waving optimism.. . 1 - S . -

R
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hnou@h of noral issues, anyway; back to uore concrcte details.
GauhlnC.-. “his is undowﬁte&Ly the most difficult : i

part; everyone knows 1qu what Hoira and Wade
Harper look 11“e. 79

The* unfdrtunate truth is, though,
thet the nuiber of Uerfectl} cast filus coudst
probabl y Le counted on the fingers of ‘one-rhand
and you'd still havé'dlazta romalvan‘»o snap at = o= :
the rest. ''he onlt thing eertain is that Moira wouldn't
appear as Rusgcell-dessribes her, ws_small, pluip blondces
Seldon maiie vhotogenic hcrolnco.

The first actress who sprlngs to mind for the part
is Heliida Dillon, who displayed a nice sense of vulnerabll;ty tenpered ulth
deteruination in Close Zncounters, and right not conpromise Russellls
descriptic¢n too much....then again, Ifve just been lcoking through an old
Photoplay, and Britt FEklund, as she appeared in THE MAN WITH T3S GCLDEU GUl,
night he just right; ccrtalnlv snall and Lleonde, end probably a nore likely
telcpath than Dillon. ((I'm a bit puzalcd her..iieiry wasn't a telepath
in the story...Cd.)) The problem is, she's Britt Fklund.

hen you go to see a Bond film, you know all thé tine that you're

ea11y going to watch Scan Connery --- it just isn't the sarle when anotlier
actor plays the role, and that has nothing to co with his ability to act.
'Filu actors must be very good at doing mothing at all; they should not erotel,
Hithcock said. Film actors never do.anything but display tiny fragments of
their oun personality...and if an actress isn't a'Moira', then that's
unforuunave, but hard luck,

~ade Harper, then ?
Unfortunately, I know just who I'¢ like to play the part of

Harper. 'Unfor tunately', because, apart fran being totally 1ncompat1b1e with
either of the two actresses nentioned above, Spencer Tracy will be 73 this
year...that's if he's still alive (something I'm not sure of). ((He isnit. ED)

“A squat man with imnense breadth of shoulders, hairy hands and
bushy eyebrows'—--- he fits Russell's description pcr¢cctly~~-l visualised hin
in the role when I first picked up the book. : '

:ot, T hasten to add, the Spencer Tracy of all those Tracy-lepburn
domestic collec 1es. But certainly the other Spencer Tracy, the darker side of
the vian glixpsced in the deternined vigilante figure stalking through John
Sturges'! A DAD DAY AT BLACK RGCK. Tn that film, Tracy was Wade Uarrer (cven
lacking an arn and telepathie powers). b

.natevery he's too old, incompatible.

Lhcy'd probably use Cgarlton lHeston (Well, at least he'd be
COmpaulblc\ “hat'a the problen with making up fairy stories; sconer or later
the .clock strilies twelve and the hero turns into a punpkin.

Rog Pile., 1973

uDITORIAL FOOTNCTE. !'Three To Congquer' originally appcared as a three part

sexrial in Astounding Science Fiction under the title, 'Call Hin Dead!, in the
Lug. Bep. Dete 1955 issues. It appears to differ from Rog's boolr version in
that loira did appear early in the book and was Harper's seccretary, L.T.J



Doug Yeoung ) o
14 Church St alffEttyd;ﬂErtlgsu?
Whitstable. 1:roynd, but in ay
‘unble opinion the

¥ oy

T é:\\; Ront. ‘stencilling wasn't up

' =a§5;h=§ : to your usual hilgh” standard, but I
::::ESE@ giess you'll sort it out by ifo. 05.
L= I don't get awfully excited over

the interviews, but t do like and
look forward to your covers and
fillers..but best of all and I turn -
to first, The Book Reviews, you'lve
got it down to a fine art. (. T2
Doug, hope you lilke the art this
issue...and the books are sone of

the very best we've had in for
reviewsdono kiddingll)
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Dave Griffiths .
43 Jacob Houae "On the subject of

. o oPa your editorial, you
E;iide KEHT might be interested
IR ' . ‘ v B PYEY to hear that
according to a friend of mine (who worked on Gemini, Apcllo, Titan and
Polaris, the intcrnal combustion engine may not be finished. Iiydrogen is
being looked into as & prime candidate for an altcrnative powerl source.
Various organisations arc cxperimenting with ways to hold liquid or gascous
hydrogen safely, without huge heoavy tanks. One guy came up with a hybrid
tank that stores the stuff in powder form and releases it. He has sevoral
buses: and cars running on it as proof of the concept. Hodifications are
minor, and he hopes to be able -to convert cars to Ha for #250~300 Dig . plus
for hydropon iz that it .is environucntally benign. ((iiaybe we could evén
use soric in a gas bag and nake our cars airworthy 'Y} . I enclosc ny sub, and
s alcing os someone in the process of paying for a trip to sec the launch of
the first fpacc Shuttle, this is not a step to be taken lightly. «( liany
sincerc thanks..and can I talk you into writingsabout it for EZRG 222)))

Alan Freciman “Mot too kocn on ERG 63 except for the bork reviews which 1
23 Adelaide Ra  Ltiked as usual., The cover seemcd a bit badly printed,
High Tycombe, especially the top left corncr. (((Yes, being a brush ‘acid
Bucks. job, control wasn't as precise as I'@ have liked))

: ERG 64..the only thing I didn't like about this issuc was
its cover which I'm not kcen on.2t a2ll...was it meant to be hunorous hecause
the funny alien has just shot down two big spaceships all by himself {((wrelL
he: d1d have 2 gun.)} This is really onc of the best issues of ERG I've ever
read, I rcally oenjoycd all of its contents. ((( Thanks a lot, Alan, I also
appreciated the very long (nine pages 1) of your LOC, and wish I could print
it all in TRG,.cven.so, it was. very wglcome)))

Harry J.0I'. Lndruschak Received ERC 63 today. I guess the number ance iten

6933 i, Rosencad 31 in this issue was the piece by Robert 3Sloch.
San Gabhricl PRICELESSE Worth every subscription ¥ (((So tell all
California . your friends about ERG will you ?)) A for your

cditorial, I think you arc behind the times. Here
in good olid L& we have many people with bope computer systons, they pet nore
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claborate c¢very day. Remember Bradbury's 'THERE SHALL COME SOFT RAXIB! 72
That-leind of computer ie actuyally within modern technology. <[%iven the gact
that th¢ computericontrols the, housc, and can be given 1ts order by a hunan
master,-is this nét:a - robot ? Gx As 1 sald,..de'ends how - you ‘define 'robot!.
A human hanservant éould:do thatn.lS he a robot? i Againy you«don‘t ngeé -an
elaboratc computker aystcmifor Bradbuzy's houso...gust a load’ of® tﬁernoétatu
and: tine relayo,..remembet it wasan idiot hy e..aprv1nr up food, baths and
bridge tabled -wathéut e thought- for a lack of: userso.anc whqpign unefpocted
event oceurted, it was:uscléss, - In my though¢.. a trug 3 ;
uncxpected conditonst.and make:a’valué judgement . als tqyfm
acticfi.s .1 this case.+NOT wasting "food and enqrgy,.b ) ek o - K
extinhuigher,)) - P.SsI think yoF forgot to:de:8 pages o: Aiwbleasoti s
rejoin, we nedd you. _' poyicd afhpgl Just
couldn®t spafe the” timc oF cash to’ make a decent show1ng.;a d I_d;gn't want
to submit tuo vage’ erud21nes..Fapa daserves better than . T'a appreciate
your nchtioni: ”-thik to any intercstéd party. [Maybe somglday *ll thc more
free tlue for extra’ publlablng, once 1 retlroa») : o

R R B St e
ngé§§i§u0t1 “Siaée Artwork! . Artworlk! It'~ a comion ocaurrence, 1lke

North. Coanurﬁ “iflu, for: maiy fans to praise thg artwo;k highly and
Redruth . . neglect the literature incide. rt is fun, yes;,
Cormyell, | inportamt no GKoay that to 2 bloke owning a Canaletto))
: X agrec thd cover is “'pretty!, but what udc'is a protty
cover? ((( As: any* packaging de51¢nor 'whith goods’ scll ‘best. shrown paper’ oF-
gift wrpre s)) " The artwork is goe!! I'll adpit, but then people don’t"buy’
daily papers to tead the cartoons..lt‘beches 1rr1tat1ng to. read ¢veryone “ 77"
saying what a clcver artist fellow!. “Mind you, the co%tents $h IRC Ol @des
Justlfy the COVGr, oTr vice. verua. I a eay it cxcoc@s tho COVer,’ A fanzine” 1n,
ny. oplnlon ouould be provoklnb and’ entortalnln “to uhlch BRE cortainly o
confbrma, vhich is why it stands as’ one of ‘the best I have read, this
copblnat,on well’ 111ustrated ((there you arci.’ 111ustrat0d')»1n IRG Gl
The most promising of, thc now encrgics is the hydrogen-oxygen formula, out
this has strange side effectu, mainly that when relcascd into the atno phare:
they creaté a chemical rc ia¥ium that relcascs the 301sturo in the-clouds;:
thus a trafiic-jam in London Will catuse light showers., If this is to be ourr
altprnative fornm. of energy we nust be preparod to. become auphibious. «Caounes
all wet, borme))) - - T .

. oo 8
,_1,_. i . ‘e I""'

Bernaird L'”;arp'f“ Look&nh at EBRG 64 thc 0pver 15 onc of ' the erghtest and

Filn The 22 ETG, . clearest I.VL secn in your zine, " The fantasy aspect -
Hanover ;th.. L appealed to ne strongly though your sportsman gsecns to
Bolton G “'f ' heve had a good aay oT it doesn’t he?: On the fuel soene,~

, one oource that could be used is’ methane from hugan and arimal "
sewa~e..1u would solve all of our problems and provz e fuel for- the zenpellns
and’ hOu air halloons you ‘have floaﬁing around the Ffuture kleso’ T Iike :
Micliacl Bankp! style but what worrlcﬂ nc, lu that wzth a full tduse job, how
is he {,on.nb to do all that wrltlub and’ find the time to edit his new zine ?

SPACTE edort,unls 1s,ue..but We Also. Hoaro Frono..Robert Bloch and kethur C. -
Clarke anonf nany others...coulen't r051st that.. Bob sent a very Lkind

letter. of conm1seratlon ta riy. n;ssmng ngy, “and Armhur C. took the trofble
to explaln his current existcnce, in Sr; ankh..an& héw he needs a time - - 7
nachine. Keep the, letters comlng..I can ¥ prxnt 'em a11 but I still ‘
enjpy hearin; fron evorybody. T.J. : -



in response to my energy Lrgitorial in ERG 64, I was delighted to receives...

Wy, it won't be, but it will be a lot

iy ] S lrz:*‘{h better than the doomsters predict. The
ﬁﬁivjhﬁmg_eﬂ‘ }"ﬁz ”‘ . trouble with these people is that their
17 = "'}/////“‘\\\“T" ‘ writings tend to depress the.i;norant rather

o : than inspire the intelligenti TLool baclk
through history, things have always got better, never worses Vive hundred
years since, mortality by our standards was appalling. A mah wes wedded and
a parent in his teens, and a dotard in his forties. Plagues 'raged unabated,
§i1+h and stench would appall us and magnificent things weré built and done
by artists meditatively scratching at the lice that crawled uncheclked over
them. Crime, vice, oh yes it's bad today, but if you could go back a hundred
years, shock would be too wild to describe the feelings.

But all right, we're running out of fossil fuels, there are
muggings and rapings, probably inspired by the media most say, but for my
money, mere likely inspired by the liberated teaching of the bearded {trendies
that haunt our schools. In my days at school, retribution for wrong=doing -
was swift and painful, instead of today's little talk with the local psych~
jatrist, in those days you had a little discussion with the teacher, about
the fact that a pat on the back was good, if administered youngy enough, often
enough aad low enough. But all these faults were dealt with ian tine,

Yossil fTuels now. At the worst, twenty-five years for oil, three
hundrcd for coale Well then stop cars using filthy petrol anc run them on
clectricity, it's quite in the cards, cither ¢lectricity used to. gencrate
hydrogen or direct drive elcctricity. The factor holding things back is a
convenient way of storing electricity but it*ll come if it hasntt all ready.
Pictures show old glass batteries as heavy, cumbersome and fregile., I have
a gouple of batteries in the watch on my wrist, not the size of shirt '
buttons, giving me time that would be unequalled by the finbst mechanical
watch of a year or two since. But to storc electricity you must first
generate it and here I am an ccofresk. I don't believe in ruclear power as
it now is. TFusion power yos, uranium powel NO, But there is an abundance
of power ours for the taking in the winds and tides if only a fracétion of
the money uscd on nuclcaf power was spent on deéveloping them., T can't
really imagine the future will have massive lines of pylons marching across
the comntryside, rather I fancy that the generating centres will have
messive battery chapging units and the clectricity will be shipned out in
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batvories ol all scrts and.sizes and shapesifor Usec. Honee a car maybe will
drive into a garage, the spent b&ttury,WIll\bQ whipped outvand-a new one in,
though probably the garages will have~a means Q% hafglng the batiery in the
samc tine as it now takos to Fild up,hlﬁh petrol, Lubrlgatlon noeds oil, or
does it ¢ A rolling’ mlll onge wora- out its bearings in a weck , they put in
nylon bearings and got qpx mofithy, wear, Lubricdtion, in my pinior:
is an adrission of poor! %eahniqna 1n.mach1n1ngq B // (R L2 /;T<?k5
but no doubt the future holds ‘fabulous advances in ff Sxﬁ’%i;ZSKNF
synthetic oils that could be: made even now werc L,':;“§===f%”
not the cost of power prohibitive, but once ~)
baragzes and win power units hawve” thelr initial 0
cost written off, then it will be pqwe fop_'gzt-.'
practically rothlngs\.ih;\| ERYER o

< =

that do we want of the futurc re
is something n-one, not even the £
GOOmsters has , thought: abouto . Yes, wndt aéhf§w
we want .72 For myselfy 1 want veae. good health &na freedom' ET
to. do ny thlng as long as no-onu is hu"t by it. OUthers nay u;;?=§Tﬁ8r~:
thirgs but I believe that what we,all want, and wili got in the future is ™
greatness.  Not the grcatness of mlnd1es" foolojje1l1nb their adulation of a.
rabule~rou51n p011t1C1an ox a nowli g wep . star, but the grestness of a man
or . woman .at one with lwfe, the guiet geniléness of fawily =ad frzends, the
delicate touch. that caresses the rowe 2nd tencerly handles the ncu~born Yife,
Greatnoss can. only develop when the background needs of food and fuel, sare
and resources are all met and these the futu w;lﬁ br;nz. because a man
crecating riot gas can also:create a new.drug, aud grim ‘mon that handle
weapons of d“structlon cun equally drive trac tora *nbbead oF tanks and drop
food and aid to the vzctlms of natura1 dlaaambr ivum avbove instoad of bomosc

ify futher exprcssad envy for the world I was 503n to inherit, . and
in my turn when. I sec -a young child -I burn with envy at Uhe wonderful world

it 1ill grow into. . Fwture Perfect,.indeed .
'WDMJED}"”’)“”O@J@)J@@Q@@@@@@EQW@?JQQQQQ@QQW@ @@@@@< ?)@ ."Alan.Burnsﬁ

EDITCR'S 1MQTZ, 114 llkc to rcnltcv te ‘that wy or‘glnal vicce was & warning
that we had to do something nowuo.not 'welre LOJDQ to hell 1r’a bucket?,

Uith ‘that 1 An mind I welcome Elan's sugpestions, btut feol . Guly bBound to. point
cut several pojnts i 10 The 1lif2 -of oil and ‘coal is irrelevant..it is-
finite and not renewablea,so we nust set-up new sources NOW, ,whilc we sStill
have coxdergey with whlch to do ite 2 DIuF@dSlﬂb with powoexr lines .seens
uﬂllkely..wg should then bet Wastlng power. Th simply carting batleries to and.
fro.h D IF we dlspcnse with such lines..now do6s the paraze get its wave
ehergy to charge the batteries it exrhancesg,)r handles 2 4, Ue shall not
get erergy for 'next to notaing! ‘even from 2ir znd: ueu.fremem’ber.how cheayp
nirkcar e;org vas goikg to be? With wind or w;vo;“+6u only save on fuel-~
costs..ther still remaing 'the' generatving planv, distribution netwuwk, and
malntcnanco ‘costs to ‘be’ pald. "5 By all nicans let us' all lool forward to
doing oyr  thing prov1ded ‘it harms no.gre elsé,.but dogdntt that includs
llstcnlng to politlclan or pop—loVer ?,,prov1deﬁithe‘fofmor s onty heard and
not acied’ on..and the ' 1atter is‘not orban1b1n~ a- pop” .Coxeert in or neaxr ..
your chkyard or g1v1nb you-uhe frec beneift of his-pip thioush 'wall ox o
window. '6. Yes, I too fancy the¢“fiiture may be beirer,. in power handling:and
artlfacuu...l m not so surc on food and living space, T.J.
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ONCE AGALN, owiung to a laclk-of
space, I'm only able tc nalc
brief mention of the cream of the
crop. DMNaya ought o be here,.they
tell nme it's out..but no copy has
COl2 LY WaAY, SCesnes

THE FRIZNDS OF KILGOEL “ROUT, 103,
4O superbly produced pages; itons
by Ken Slatcer, Jares White, Don
Maleoln etcs 8 crumay cartoonh hut
211 else pure geld. 30p an issuc
from Sandy Brown, 18 Gordon Torrcce
BlantyreG?72 9NA., Scotland (ifr
itngland) '
GNOMENCLLATUIG 2, hefty covers, 32 pages, poctry, cartoun, conreps, lovely

rules fer a2 bus~driver's schoaol, letters etc. 50¢, or LOCs tracd., stanps
etc, fron il Curry, 3904 .Liberty St. Cincinnati, Chio 45205 U, 1.0,

ROTENIUN &f page superzine. Art, lctters, fonzines, history, humour aud all
wrapre 4 wp in a really readadble fermat, Very GOODun. #1.25 (4 for /44.50)
or trade, contrib e¢tc. David Hull, P,0. Bex 471 Owen Sound, Ontario

CANADA 1Ml BP9

NOUMENOL 25, The Jam=packed, photo-oflsct 24 page newszine plus fron Jdown
under. Very pood art, news on Huges, Cenventicons,-letters, boclk and film

© aews, pop nusic, bcok reviews. Nearest thing to a quality sf
newspaper 25,50 for ton issues from Brian Thurogood, Wilmé Rd, Gstend,

Waiheko fsland, Hauraki Gulf, New Zealande..but I believe Xeith talker is

offerins to ke UK ajent..you night c¢ontact hin first.

GRAYHMALLLI beoatifully produced rnimce work of poetry, art and coumnent at 50¢
an is.uc frow Denise Parsley Leigheetwo aldircsses given..1 fancy the
right onc is 121 Nausen St. Cincinratti, Ohic %5216.

FAR2AGO 3, ahout U0+ pages, ninecs #1.00 au ish, from Denn Brazicr,
1455 Paynvalley Dr. St,. Louis Mol.f3131, U3A, Tar better than the
average ‘nineo jco, and full of fur an! enthusiasm on 2 variety cf topics.

Comuent, veruw, LOCs, fiction, reminiscenceye.you name it, it's here.

~—

KRATOPEAEY another highecl ass, #0 page wineo joo frem E1i Cohen, 2230
Allison 2d., Vancouver B.C. V6T 116, Canaife. $1.00 an issuc. ..xecllont
artworl, 7iction, books, letters,opening a bockstore, cven an article on
"Mow!,..you can also get it for LOCs anl contribs..or cven trade.

TIOFART.S ye' another 40pagzc ninmcod Ak preductiorn from Dave Cobllelicl,

245 fosalind St. ashinszton, Horthusmberland. No price given, Articles
by George ay (on publishing) Movies by (?) the editor, 2 35 prize quiz,
lette s, interview with Bob Tucker, Piction ctc cte. Bags of life and
enthusiasn aud an enjoyablc piece of fanzine _

WALLB iCUR.1 is another hefty zine, weinly concernes? with comment on tle
curreni scene, but with a Phil Strick Intervicw, fanzine file, aad somo
assorted fannish humour. I'G prefer more interior art..but it shows
oxcellent promise. 25p or LOC, from Fwe & Jphn Harvey, 55 Bimchland Rd.,
Merden, Surrey.
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Alanna was orphaned
Octavia Butler at eight, rau 'wild
Sidgwick & " until fifteen, then
Jackson £4,50 two years later,

was talien Ny her
Missionary foster parents to the
colony world of Canaan. ilere, the
drug-addicted Garkohn, lure the )
colonists onte the bait and nlan
to use them in the Fght arainst
the non-addicted Tehlcoln. Alanna,
once a prisoner, then wife to a
Tehitohn chief, strives to bring a
settlement between the tlhiree

| factions and free her poople of
the druge Her job is aiffioult as
both tribes are wild, regarded as
animals by the Missionaries {The
chief took Alanana by Fforce)., The
action is hectic, and the plofb
comnlicated by the multi-flashback
style which makes it difficult to
worle cut who is doinzg what..and %o
: whor. Get over that hurdle and you

fipnd a most enjiyable read as the beliewabdle characters nesh togetier '
1T 114 LITT AT -

Eﬂmhéuﬁgﬁi_gi%g=§Q§Q§§E§ Fartl has becone -an anarchictic society and placad,

h 4yEevanVost its law enforcement in the care of Kirlian conput-

Sidgwicl: & Jaclcen 4,95 cors which control punishment lasers. The faxrth

‘ space fleetnas been canditioned (by aliens) to

believe it has won a gredt victory when ia reality “the aliens are playing a

great gae bo oxterminate life on Barth., Their main fleet is only 14 d&ys

ayay and one of the Ig, is surveying the situatlon throkgh the aura which
surrounds Chip Mjtchun as he strives ‘to alert Earth to 1its Janger,

Mis is a new vanVogt, not'a re-hash and it has all the old master's
mind=blowin; intricacy of plot, motives and actions...but sadly, also with
his ususl cardboard characterisation.. and such Enplish as, '"ho can gount as
good’ as ne'ts Puttins aside such irritations, van Vogt weavea an entertalning
web of mystery and menace as the alien seemingly works himself iantc &
more and rore invincible vesition. ’

-A&-y$“Lg§£ 3005  pnose faniliar with the auther's earlier, HThe Sedsnce - -
F. Rottensteiner Tiction Book' will nead no more introduction than to be
Thames & Hudson  told that this is the companion volume., Tor the newcomer,
22495 this is essentially an account of various aspects and

rilcstones in the histery of fantastic art and literature.
Mr. Ro ttsnsteiner traces Gothic origins, a sc¢lection of Gothic rasters, o
zow colzon Cfantasy themas, horror stordice in Britain and the U.S.A. lic alzo
tekoz & Drief lack at the world im gengral frou = fantasy viowpoint pluz
several cther mapocts of his subjucts Tere im & tondency to let personal
epinion oglony the comzents,,.'n brood of fanp, campon 4n the USA who like %o
produce glosgarica and goncordanced, but oversll, the text reods welly and is
akly supportad by some 200 monschrone and 40 colour ) Justrations throughout
its 160, large-sized pages. Entertaining, low priced, a snip for faniasy
lovers.
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Egggq—frzé i C12 hitherto unpubllshed storles. ‘LeGuin, Russ, Ranbborn,“.
Ed. Terry Carr Uolfe, Leiber, Weville, etc. all hexre writing 'on such themess
Dobson 4425 as i= a new variation on time travel (Busby), a fantasy of

* mental création, birth of astronomy on a sun's single’ planet,

a monster yarn, an incomprehensibility from LeGuin, people encapsulatlon,
a. hermaphrodltlc ‘alien, a Holmesian robot satire, and Doc. Smith's p&raszte,
S.holdln has. a nlce tale of onckp111ng 501dlers in deep freeze.

=E££:B§§ S _ ‘ 7-story line up this time. The perils or dream research,
Ed.- Lezry Carr Future one—npmanshlp of decadent holidaymakers, 19th Cent,
Dobson &, 25 . air-warfare in al alternate world a gatherlng of bored:

1mmortals, death as a new energy source, insanity on & star
shlp, and compufer crime by frequency manipulation. '

Throughout the two volumes, the witing styles remain true %o
the. new. thought in sfe .~ Finding the story line, and what is happenlng
is as hard as. finding the proverbial haystack-hldinw needle, Plot is
subordinated to experimental style..whlch oferurse is great stuff if you go
for it .. 8nd hard luck if you 're a reactionary old fuddy-duddy ‘Like me. If
you do go for modern writing, then these two will tlckle your Jaded palate.

THE FAR CALL . *****3%

When_Phoenlx 1 and 2 set off for Mars, their launch is
attended by much fanfare and a horde of diplomats whose
countries, seeking prestige, have dangerously overloaded
the work schedules of the six 'Marsnauts'. ~ Tamateur!
dlplomat Jens Wylie seeks to redress thie matter, but meets a stone
wall of protocol and face-saviyg Out in space, the overworked crsws are
endangered by a major solar flare and foreed: 1nto herdic measures to solve =

Gordon H,. DickSOn

Sidgwick % Jackson
55 95 “*****##*t*t#

L322 L

their. uuerous prOblems°1nterwoven with these main thenes are several mindr |
ones of petty ambition, intrigue, love and human frallty. This is a novel
which (in my opinion) could scoop a bucket of awards..and may even become 2
best selle’r in the mainstream race. Its scope is as wide as its 4003 rage
physical size. Despite its driving home much of the pettiness of the .
governors and.the governed, it still achieves the message that wmankind must
drive inti space. Dickson at his best,: unreservedly excellent Do mlss,lt!

IN nghg:@;_gg_ggg_zx_mmlan KIV3S ‘

= ; ‘ '“““““““‘===: TWO ** 1tems in a rOmeust be'a'réoordﬁ A
John Vérley ' ;% clué may lie in the fact that both are 4in
Sidgwieck & Jacksan £5.50 4 :

- N A& 3 .
R T e L R g o Y T L the newly z.naggurated.QUAﬂTUlI,ol. Seriese

Whatever the reason, here are nine
neintillating stories from the writer.of OPHIUCHI HOTLINE, A weathgr -
sculptor.is repeatedly murdered and reborn yia clonlng. Rescueru cpenate'“’f
from (the: future in disaster areas.. Bmo—fonmed humans ¢&vort on Mercury, »
hunt blast~jewels on Venus, and llva in space._‘There is. the torsent of . "
isolation’on watchwstations and the joy of a human-symblote musician, Ybu s
encounger an ego world in a computer and a colony of the blind,deaf and duumb
where corunication: is by body contact§ and” the whole transcneds human llmitS%
Varley: takes:an cutrageous thene, then’ makes it both credible and

anthralllng by being one of the few wrlters who can. tell a good yarn in a®
neéar 'ifow Wave! manner, Thrbughout the book, there, aré central themes of ‘flan
achigving immartality.via clonlng, adaptlng h;mséif surglcally to hosﬁlle bl
environments, and -treating sex .as a szmple personal relatlonshlp. Pld?“
wheré Fou Like, with this. collectnon You:, can only w;n...every tlme. ' ‘“ -
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Jasla R91chardt == ”u.¢?f======= A paperback boasting 168 large-slzed (20
Thaes % Hudson £2.95. by ‘28¢a) pages, absolutely packed with drawings
e and photographs, Coriplententing these is a Linking
1text ‘whigh OutllneS‘thé background. A"brief partlal history! is followed by
‘cetiment ‘on “so¢ial inpliedt{ens end 'a definition .of terms. From here, the
althor ranges over early-idéas and 'deviges; robols of fact, fiction and Tilm;
prosthetic deviecesy remote: manlpulaﬁors, toys; children's V1cws* gompt tar
+controlled toelsvddd Mars probes before concludlng “with a too &hort Look at
future” posuibllltleso-: Beng up to date, ‘and 1° *horoughly enjéyedJﬁla feast
-of "avtomata, ‘but found the ciptioning: rather erratic as far as plaging with
its relevant picture. What 1°did like were- ‘the excel;ent footnotes whlch
werd ‘at the foot of each page, “and ‘not hidden annoylngly away “in a junk ‘héap
at-ths: backy - Not 'a definitive work, but’a w1de-ran:1n0 and easyuto-fcllow
" coverage pf the subject. A

EYRE IETAUEN have come up with .a: new (to me, ut 1east) 1dea by pubilsbing
nearnsimultaneous paperback 'Magnum' editinns.and handsomely bound” and “dust~

3agkbted hardcover llbrary editlon -which usc the mame paperback pages.

ODD JOHH
-====g=é , Nb paperbacg priﬂe, vt the hardecover is £3.75.  This: is ong

.ngi Staplodon of "the realhclass cs of SF, written in 1935 and aluost..
e Conilnually in publicatica ever since. 'John is borh’ WLth
super 1nte111gence ‘and telepathlc pow:rs. MAs these grow, he assembles a
band of other * Iomo. Supermors' and a colony is built-on a Pacific 1sland
where it thrives untxl 3oalous nations lntorvene. Far more readable than
Stapledon s 'Men'! stories, hailed by many as the definitive superman story,

~if you haven!t read it.,..get out and make up “Tor lost time.
Tﬁu HAIT WHO - JAPED

SSomoomeomoosrnne A post-holocaust world dominated by MOREC (horal Reclanat
Philip K. Dick \1on) do~gooders arr.d with roovot snoopers, a corps of
Hardeoovexr w3 50 young toughs, and tne ordeal of ftrial by block comfiittees
Magnun pb. 85 ‘\\Alan Purcell runs_gn. advertlsxng agency deVGted to

Plugglng MOREC but then his subconscious leads hin %o
decapitate the statue of MOREC‘S originator. Tei-71s. get hecti. for Purcell
as faced with promotloneoand a mysterious kldqapplng, his ego adts up again
and his soeciety faces;am: outright confrontatlono Light~ hearued 1oosemended,
but nevertheless, fun' #b° réad. -

THE“GOBS’FROM QUTER SPACE Phys 1cally 1arge, 50 pages . (21cm.x 29cm) strip
based on. the ideas of cartoon based on the ideas of von Daniken, that
Erich;von:Daniken. ‘g_ star traqerlers landéd on Karth and. influenced
Methugn 013#5. . .% civilisgtion. However, if you like strips..and
R : dislike Da'lkﬁ“g'ﬂan c be nut nif, (AAanart frow
that. basic 1dea, thl }ﬁ\a atra¢ght :
forward tale of a. gta ship's voyage
of dlscovery..and mutmp—;on 4 new
world, ,.once standard fodder and
neatlystold."Tne draw ngiis bétter
than average, although ho¥ . outstandlnb

If you like your sf in, strip format,” = R
then this, fixst of a senles of threc r:_.: n

could be rl”ht up your alleyﬁ _
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glﬁﬂ_gg;ﬁéﬂﬁéﬂg' The chbggn-ﬁyﬁﬁg‘faf thié ¢5?$¥6£§"5ﬂthlogy;fis'death'dﬁﬁ

Bd, by - C G¥inp.iwhich’at fivet glancr would seem pather depressing.
“J.D.Olonder and’ K Glancs ‘at Fhs'sointillating suthor lineeup will so0n
"M H.Greenberg, - dicebise you of" that idea.” No morbid dpath. agonids. here)

iPierpot - 22,95

.be’'a sellout...get cracking on-¢rdering your copy

Hale, &h,25 - but fascinatihp idea~exploring by Brunner, Clarkc, Haldeman,

T e . Simak, Knight, Ballard and company: ' What happens whén all
spare souls are’'in use ? of how'does” a spdce stowaway fare ?° Then therels
afgenocideiﬁhemef'dTrébérsalibT“fiﬂ%’éiéffbﬂ;llégél problens raised by & deep
froZzen corpsicle}” the insignificance: of death in ‘& hive city; and even & last
man on earth a1, fimﬁﬁfféiifﬁ'gpbearSfiﬁﬂvariousﬂfdrﬂs}—ja'birl“ﬁho;ﬁgﬁﬁs
to avoid &zeing; an’ imnortdlity-refusing ‘sengtor; importality vid Bind -trang -
fer; and the death of an ifimortal. 'You'may prefer tp read of the Tovd ofd
cyborg; or an introspective tale of religion and’ flying nen. They‘re all
here, all different..and believe it or not, but therd isn't & sinile makew =
(WOLgHE In the bungha- "Try it and sce.: . . n o L o o L L 10
(BHE . INTERIATIONAL SCIENCE FICTION YEARBOOK 1979° R

p————t % o o ety e e 2 2 S 0SS 8

2dited by Colin Lester., A Mefty, 40O page paperback bearing a superb
R cover and crammed! to the edges with so:'vast an
AT S ~8rrdy of informétion.that. the cumbersort but
effective reference system.pgroans under “the strain, "« 'Boagting 29 sections
on magazines, fanzinesy-agents (w_th, lists of durrént tlkents), “artists;.-clibs
cults, film, TV, .radio, APAs, etcs ctca The:sért of thing you keep returning
:to azain. and again..if not for infornation, then -simply:.to see what eclse is
-therc: (after you've checked the parts where you get-a mentidén). You can read
‘about Awards, the state of SF, convontion, conferemeces ‘@nd to lighten the .
:going, virtually every page boasts at least one illustration -culled from a.-
vapicty ol sources (including rie) plus some Iovely Jin Barker cartsois, The—
only snag being the lumping of the. credits into-an unfathomable riass at. tha
ipacks : YA Significant Event!.Ben Bove'says ofiitheibook ‘dn g~ -~ = .
‘his opening essay on. SF's place-in the world, -~I*)1-drink/
Yo thatl and add that this is’'a book for fans, profess-f
ionals, publishers and anyone even hallf interdsted it 8
SF.e: Holl worth the price and - as ‘this will . probably.

T ARG OF THE STONE U __
- R " -The mysterious Jj

‘stone of Trelyanff/
appéared in ‘the &/
ST 17th-Cente [
When it sranted a wish to Josieah CE ’
sacwell making him rich and founder of his line.
Then, as descendant John grows from infancy into'
his "tecns, the stone has its effect on the lives R
and fortunes of his" friends and relatives., ' ‘

liishes and -events culminate with the v
vanishment 6f a group of actors’ week-ending o+ i |
at Trelynn after they have wished on the stofe o
and its-time ‘@nd space gate has operated. - With™ &
young Daswell as the leading character, this is‘*
virtually 'a 'with-it! juvenile fantasy written Y
with with, fluency and style so that one enjoys the narrative without
questioning too deeply the miniaturc reople dwelling in the stone..or the
mystericus ghost of Josiah.

John:Lymingﬁon;' -

Hodder & Stoughton.£4.50

: . ::.r ot :-.
. 2

Fleaves
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S e e e e e BT e e Yet another superb volume of artwork and
Ed. Robert loldstock . a:rmment on the SF field. Boastin:: close on
Octopus 4+.95. b 400 illustrations, many in colour, it is
worth getting for the artwork alone. However, you also
get an Asinov Introduction plus twelve assorted essays..with the art fitted
around them, instead of as so often in the past, make-~weight wordage filling
the c¢racks Letween haphazard picture sclectionsy; Then you get a rather wordy
Holdstock* niece followed by a very good pre-Gernsback history from Srian
Stableford. Douglas Hill* covers the main thomes in SF and then Hike fAchley
has an honest, appreciative and checrful section on 'the Pulps! wherein he
judges then for what they were iratead of tacir shortconings against sonme
clinical {and mythical, yardstick). Alan F_ank has a perceptive picce on
films, and larry Harrison talks of the machinery in SF..both excellont items,
Chris liorgan on aliens, then a2 rather one-sided piece on art by UDavid lardy,
(could this be 'ghost-written ?, there are scveral references to *the art of
David Iiardy'). Patrick Moore scintillates on Fiction and Fact, then Ashley
returns to tell of SI’ in other lands. Chris Pricst® details the ‘ilow Uave!
ans lialcolin Zdwards* discussces the ccntemporary scene. TFinally, a mixture
of piecus on rare items, faundomf a scrappy thing), Awards, Conveuntions cte,
imecllent value, highly readable, and indecd my own rcal quibble is the:
lunping into one indigestible mass, of the ari credits. Highly recomnended.
Oh yes..tliose asterisks. 'These are the people who scem rather disdainful
and ashaned of SP's origins..scems nothing good was written before 1970,
This scens a period of 'musts'..well herc's another..onec you nust get

£2§§g§=£££§§ Only too often, one finds that 'film' books are simply a mound
care  0f ill-assorted 'stills', shored up by a footling text. Not so
g;;?yirfntgs this excellent assembly_%rom Hamlya. yFirst of a%l, the shots
- ?re well~chosen and avoid those cliche-shots with which we have
dccome so familiar. Of equal stature is the accompanying text
tracing the history and developcment of the horror film =
with many an interesting or enlightening anecdote to
brighten up the way., Nor has Mr. Frank limited hinself
to Gothic horror. Where an s-f film has any sort of
3 horrific content, it appears herc..which accounts faor
Wiwnme) 'The Invisible Man', 'Forbidden Planet?, and even a
WP \ Montion of Disney's'Snow White. ' The comprehensive
index makes for casy location of any title (and I
{couldn't catch any omissionsY. {Ingvitably, with such
< ‘overage, comment on any paryicular film must be
2 s limited. However 180+ pages of text and photos
) Feepes (mainly, but not emclusively, in black and white) this
1s darned zood value at the money. My only, very minor quibble, is the
occasional Ackermanesgue~type caption on the level of 'Fangs a milliont', Se
movie buifs, this onc¢ is far, far better value than your o0ld Gif ord oP
Baxter..and don't forget that index as a bonus, Want more ? - Velly there
arc two lists of film retitlings...British to American, and viece versa to
help with the identification. : ' '
THE CHROI'ICLIS QF THOMAS COVENANT, UNBELIEVER. (1) Lord Foul': Bane.
2. The Illearth Var 3. The Power That Preserves., My humble apologies to all
concernedy but these come from FONTANA, not Futdra as I incorrectly stated in
ERG 64, Iiy thanks teo Joseph Nicholas for pointing out the error...and of
course, it's still a great triloygy.
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T pnan .
FRF++iorHbaci et Ancther dip into the E.E.Smith well (or should I say 'rui!)
Stephen Goldin for the 6th. story in the family d'Blembert series. This
Panther 75p time the SOTE agents tangle with a Holy War heing stirred

Tk up ameng the fanatics of the planet, Purity, by onc of the
hupanoi¢ rchots which escaped in 'Bloodstar Conspiracy'. Sadly, Mr, Goldin .
secns unaware of radar,.infra-red sncoper or proxknity alrans, as he repeateds
ly allows his agonts to creep undetected upon cneny camps., Pienty of running,
stunning and bushels of 'gospodin! and suchlike...but there is a distressing
similarity about each episode which the suthor must shrug off if the series
is to survive, - : :

From COZGI BAF2AMM cotie a further two titles in the Star Trek Photonovel series

o

in whick fovourite episodes are recreated in- the Form of *stilis! los,7 & 8

THS GALITLO 7 Spock,3cotty, McCoy and others take a shuttlecraft ko inspoc
& quagarlilke phenomlenon. They are disabled and narogned on'a
planet populated by berbarian glants which kill off a couple .
of crewmen before Spoci takes a gamble and acts illogically te
save his ITirst colmand.

Bantan 95nm

A EThbey oo iho WFI0N - Kirk and Spock beam down to investigate Lotia and
> - find the inhabitants have modelled their socicety on
Baptdn 0o . - . T
sone. gangster bocks left by a previous spacecraft, L.rh and
Spock are sought-after by rival gangs for the smsistance they .oy give in
gangland fi:hts, but eventually the spacemen bring peace to the gangs,
*kkkkAEElsa0m LA F R ARk N R
THE COLLAPLTINCG UMIVERSE JOver the past few ycars, articles aund storics on
i ... Black Holes have. becn on the incrcase..some have
o1 Ybecn abstruse,:others incomprehensibvle, Ilerec is a
:“”FT.C—fM" , _ycomprehensive treatment hoth understandable and
QQQ*'”‘*******************inforﬁatiVC..EXCELLENT on 2ll.counts. Dr. Asiilev
procecds front known, to unknown in casy stages.
Bepinning with universal forces, atons, plancts and their dernsities, bhelfore
moving o1 to escape velocity, stellar mechanics, white dwarfs, red gigéuts and
neutron starse. Having firmly established his ground, he then covers blacl:
holes anc speculates on their propertiess Truly a book for the iuterested
aratour, and Superh glide to basic astronony. If you can only
- : afford one boak in the field, then you rust male it
this onc.  HIGHLY RECCIHHENDED, =

z Yo o - 1 ~
Ho F.’:,(\;"_ oL Blaglk liglas

B A B K 2 I found myself unahle to ‘uake
William Burroughs  head or tail:-ei this. one, but
Panther 85p gather (fror the jacet) that

\ the Fova ¥ob foi Con lien)

\| tangle with the Nova Police..what inventive

\ names!, It also adds that the author is Uilling

,J to look at hell and report what he SeeSe..so LP1L
ldo the same. lir, Burrcupghs favourite word: secas

" to be 'shit'...in the circumstances, renarkably

appropriate,

RUNNING PRESS, 38 South Winctcenth St.,
Philadelphia, FA 19103 write to say that
Gresset &Dunlap are working on the final
‘design for thoor hardcover edition of

THZ TOLKIEN SCRAPROOK..and that the
Running Press pb edition will be out in Spring,

.
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COROIGE  have remissued a couple of Ednund Cooper titles at 75p each..and I

. fancy, with new covers..to refresh your memory e
mhdiCQoL 1)i !I‘FE SKY

16 people arehsnatched fron thelr normal lives and wake
to find themselves in a vivariup .conplete with a hotel and shops, and
other groups of less gentlc persuasion. They finally escape throuzh a
*force wall' and confront thelr captcrs before all is revealed,.

- _

?ﬁ:__;¥E§=££§§££ Idris Hamllton_pllots the last spaceship to leave Zarth,
killed in a space acident he ‘awakens five thousand years later in a“
bland and aimless sSociety. Cast in. the role of barbafian throwback, he
bas nunerous brushes with the law before setting out to escape back to
marth or die in the attempt. Sone interesting sequences,.and of course,
tar inevitable Cooper sex seguences.

Speaking generally, I'find that
this author can sct up a good story and pain one's interesr, bhut then
fie seqms to lose stean..or interest, and things start to flapg,.

DRAWILG . I asked for this one, whlch explalns why it is here.,.s0 many =
Egggfiaﬁn sf readers aee intcrested in art that no other apclogy is BN
Futura %Op needed, I particularly like this one as it brecaks from t}e -7~

normal routine by not Weing a showcase for the author's skill
thinly veiled as a ‘teaching’ book. This one shows you how o work in a
variety of media (including ball=-pen) and starts very simply indeed., The
illustrations arc simple, yet delightful. The chapter on perspective is
one I wish I'd had when starting out., Balance, composion, figure work and
texture, atc;.all here, So if yow have any artistic aspirations..get thiss

WE_1.HO_ARL & 2ESSoSsiRs When a épace—warp Jumyp goes vrong, & small zroup
Joanna Russ is castaway on an alien world with food for. only
Methuen 75p six months angd no hoper of rescue. It doesn'i take

1onc for the idea of breedlng to establish a d¢olony
to be raised, despite the obv1ous insanity of the plan. At which point, the
chosen vesuel rebels, makes her byn arrangements and havmng carried ‘then out
takes the remainder of the book .to flash back to real and 1ma31nary'talLs
and incidents, ‘'free writing’', 'new wave'..call it what you will, but I
can't really see this winning any ewards.

WHAT I AD UNIVERSE A moon probe miafires and blows SF nag editor, Keith
B;;;;;'SSp Winton into an alternate uniwverse in which 8 foot tall
Fredric Srown monsters mix freely with normed humans, s»hace travel came
' +TOWIle in 1903, and suspected Arcturan spies are shot without a
trial; Leading the fight ‘is hear-superman Dopelle (alter-

ego of a’'fan from Winton's universe) aided by Mekky, a robot brain. Iunted

+8& spy, Vinton braves the New York 'mistout' and is finally aided by
Bergey-glrl Betiy Hadley, and Mekky to make an attempt to get home. TFast )
moving, always entertaining and wll plotted, but not really a 'solden oldiet,

OURADY DARKNESS Franz Westen, writer of weird tales pursues several inter=
Fritz Leiber - twined mysteries..the riddle of two old bocks purchased in
Fontana 80p a second=hand shop, & strange brown-clad figure seen on a

distent hill, and the location of *607 Rhodes!. As the
threads slowly tighten together a pattern of horror begins tc emerge and
Westen is threatened by a monstrous creation called to ‘'life' by & pascage
in the booksj A slow, gradual build up of horror as the emphasis shifts
imperceptibly from the mundane to the macabre. Read it at night,



J‘. . . . o . ,,."_:.-- . 22
==9£é§iﬂ or !'The Unfulfllle& Queen '

Michael iMoorcock:
Fonﬁ%na S1e25

In an alternate universe, Albion inoludes
Amerlca, and- is ‘ruled by Gloriana, a queén ‘often badded
. but ‘never satisfied, Her palace outrivals Gornenghast

: in-¥ts 1ntr1cacles. Her Chancellory MontfaliOOn employs
robhery, kidnap, ass sassiratict and “any 1llega11ty which serves his end of
uphoIdlnb the law and peace of the Queen s realm. His henchman, the sadmstlc
Quine, 4s 1nsulted s6 joins a plot 'to cause terror’ and ' :
disturbance in the palace and country so-that Arabia may take
over.- ‘Ohdovbtedly ohe ‘of the best Mooricock tales it has beenﬁ
my pjoasurc ‘%o ‘read. Several sub plots are kept moving with
none groving stale, A1l the' scrufflness of LElizatethan '
Ebsland is hept mainly off-stage to lcave more room for the
intrigately detailed background,. For ny money, it is even [§
betiter than Aldiss' 'Malacian Tapestry'. Excellentg reading. f

THE RESEL 1/QRLDS  Feckless Emperor Josip appoints. Snelund,d & [
=%  a sadistic opportunist as governor of Q1§;'ﬁ§lz
' a rémote world..misrule and. opprees;oqiji i

) follow until Admlral McCormac and }Jx-- g
his wifé arc 1mprlsoned for trying to call for help..;% SO
McCormac is rescued and raising a fleet, makes a bif to
becone Jxabrbr..whlle his wife, Kathryn suffers a fate
worse than death.' At this® poxnt Flan8try is sent to- AU
sort thinjs outs. I winted at Anderson ellowing a crulse_" g
to take up dynchronous orbit at latitude 34°, dbut Fal
otherwise nought this one had more story depth to e
it tnan the averawe Flandry

éOhG;i IR ﬁIUNIGHT

Poul undersov_
Coronet ?0p ..

== : A boek-full.of Bradbury is rather like a diet of cream-
Ray“Braduury .. puffs, Here is a.collection -of no less than 22 short * ..
Paﬁfher’9ﬁp ' '’ sStories which read like a concentrated dose of @beresque,
""" Speech and Patter' from Reader's Dlgest. His word - S
pictures 1luu»er thrcw’h time trav,”, homosexualmty, life on Mars, puvpyéhwet;
transvestism, a bottle which is all ‘things to -all men, rust as a weagon, and'
a sciuntillating assortment of other themes., Not really science--fiction, but
light fantasy, and there are quite a fow gems here- (and ‘sonme reﬁt~payern).
Excellent Ffok schoolroom Use..and even better as a bedmlde reader s¢1if you

ratlon yourself to dne story a nlght.

NUONB_ASP ) Orlglnally three shotrt. ASF‘taleso.. 'The Great Engine', 'The

====m====" .  Beast’ and "The Wonderful Man'..&hd: ‘now joinéd into one yarn.
Ao Bevan Fbgt ~{"Wonderful Man!' dppenrcd ‘as !The’ Changellng') e ﬂlrst meet -
PantherrSBp. - the one-armod Pendrake  as he discovers -and operates a space

“ship propulsion device only to have it taken from him, e
sets out to_ trace it, and his quest lcads him to the moon and the dlscovery
that not only can his arm re-grow but so can his body cells thus meking him
immortal. - The 'Moonbeast' id8 a Neanderthal man, leader of a2 band of people
snatclied t6 the ‘moon, Van Vogt- takes his multi fadeted theme, and rendors
what to ny nmind, is onec of the best of his novelss..full of action, 6lenty of
his inimitable twists and plot hooks..and never a dull moment,..which of
caursc:ms why it was a Book Club eelectlon and has had so ‘many rcprxntlnos.



